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duke arrived, and the first greetings had been exchanged, the queen called for a goblet of wine, and, after tasting it herself, ordered it to be carried to AgiMf, who, still uncertain of her meaning, received the cup and knelt to kiss her hand. Then Theudelinda, blushing and smiling, said, "He ought not to kiss the hand who should rather kiss the lips "; and with these words she raised him up and kissed him, telling him that she had chosen him to be her husband and to share her throne. So the marriage was celebrated with great rejoicing, and in the November of this year Agilulf began .to reign. His formal installation as king, however, did not take place until six months later, at Milan.1
This pretty story must not, perhaps, be taken as literal history. Paul loved to collect the legends of his people, and the accuracy of his narratives cannot always be depended upon. A sentence in the chronicle entitled Origo Gentis Langob&rdorum, seems to imply that the initiative was taken by Agilulf: " And Acquo, the Thuringian duke, went forth from Turin, and joined himself to Queen Theudelinda, and was made King of the Lombards." 2 This duke may possibly have been an ambitious man, who married the queen in order the more easily to gain the crown; while Theudelinda, on her side, may have thought it expedient to associate with herself, both in matrimony and royalty, the principal claimant to the sovereignty of the Lombards. The manner in which the union was brought about is not, however, of great importance. The marriage itself was a happy one, and turned out greatly to the benefit of the Lombard people.
The new king is a somewhat shadowy figure in history. Of his personal character we know hardly anything, and we are left to make conjecture about his qualities from the bare narrative of his exploits. He seems to have been a strenuous man, with iron will and clear intelligence, a spirited soldier, and a fairly able ruler. Though not by any means a hero of romance, he was endowed with plenty of sound sense and solid worth. He knew how to keep in order his unruly Lombards, and how to
1 Paul. Diac. Hist. Lang. iii. 35. Greg. Tur. Hist. Franc, x. 3 asserts that Authari was succeeded by Paulus (who is nowhere else mentioned), and Baronius (ann.590) suggests that AgiMf took the name Paulus on becoming a Catholic. But Agilulf was an Arian many years after Gregory of Tours was dead*
- Origo, c. 6.   Gf. the Continuator of Prosper. M.G.H. SS. antig_. ix. p. 339.